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' Cluj-Napoca

Cluj-Napoca, sau Cluj, cum i se spune de cbicei, este cel mai mare oras din Transilvania (si al
doilea ca marime din tard), centrul economic, academic si cultural al acestei regiuni, un oras

multietnic si pluriconfesional, cosmopolit si dinamic.

Clujul isi are originile in vicusul Napoca, dezvoltat probabil la scurt timp dupa cucerirea
Daciei de catre romani (pe locul asezarii dacice Napuca) si declarat municipium in anul 124,
In preajma anului 900, maghiarii au cucerit zena Clujului, care pe atunci facea parte din
ducatul romano-slav condus de Gelou. Pe locul asezadrii romane Napoca, in anul 1213, In
documente apare mentionat Castrum Clus. Distrus in timpul marii invazii mongole din 1241,
Castrum Clus a fost reconstruit cu ajutorul colonistilor sasi, adusi de regii maghiari din Flandra
si din zona Rinului, 5i a cdpdtat o mare importantd economica, incét, inanul 1316, regele Carol
ltobert de Anjou l-a declarat civitas
reiia (oras regal). Acest fapt a marcat
inceputul dezvoltdrii  spectaculoase
i Clujului, care in secolul al XVI-lea
vea sd ii aduca supranumele de oras
omoard”. Tn perioada Reformei, Clujul
i dlevenit scena unor intense dispute
iligioase, dar si un infloritor centru
e culturd si invatamant. Aici a fost
londata in 1579 prima universitate

din Transilvania, care acorda titluri

iademice asemenea universitatilor

Hwericn romano-catolica Sfantul Mihail (sec. XIV-XV) troneaza in Piata Unirii.
“t Michacls Roman-Catholic Church (14th-15th century) dominates Union Square.




vestreuropene, Orasulsi“a mentinut-statutul privilegiat si dupd intemeierea principatului
Transilvaniei, dar siin timpul stapénirii imperiale, perioadd in care a fost promovata o politica
reformistd favorabila afirmérii comunitatii romanesti din Cluj. Marea Unire si integrarea
Transilvaniei in Romania au dat o noud dimensiune istoriel orasului, care avea o lungd
traditie a tolerantei religioase sl a convietuirii pasnice a mai multor etnii. In 1974, orasulu
Clujis-a addugat numele de Napoca. Numele actual reflectd istoria sa de peste doua milenii,
o istorie ale cirei ecouri inca vibreaza in blocurile masive de calcar ale zidurilor de pe strada
Potaissa, in Biserica ST. Mihail si in Biserica Franciscand, in Casa Matia, in saloanele palatelor

in stil baroc si art nouveau si in multe alte locuri,

Astazi, Clujul continua sé isi scrie istoria cu determinare. Cu o strategie de dezvoltare axata pe
performanta industriilor IT si serviciitor financiare, pe cresterea calitatii vietii, pe capitatul inte-
lectual si pe culturd, Clujul a devenit in ultimele decenii pilon al inovatiei si tehnologiei in

Romania, pol de excelentd academica si reper pentru viata sa culturald dinamicd si vibranta.

Avand o istorie de doua mii
de ani, reflectatd intr-un
patrimoniu cuitural unic, Cluj-
Napoca este un model de
convietuire in acelasi spatiu a
unor comunitati cu identitati
etnice si religioase diferite si
mizeaza pe culrd ca factor
de transformare 5i regenerare

urband, conferindu-i orasului

o dimensiune internationala.

Palatul EMKE-MAV (1890-1891) a fost proiectat de arhitectul Benedek Endstrasser.
The Emke-May Palace (1890-1) was designed by architect Benedek Endstraller.




Cluj is Transylvania’s largest city, and Romania’s second
largest, the economic, academic and cultural heart
of the region, a multi-ethnic, multi-denominational,
cosmopolitan, and dynamic city.

Cluj can trace its earliest origins to the Roman vicus of
Napoca, which probably developed after the conquest of
Dacia on the site of an earlier Dacian settlement named
Napuca, and which became a municipium in 124. At
the turn of the tenth century, the Hungarians arrived in
Transylvania, conquering the area around Cluj, which
was part of the Romanian-Slav duchy ruled by Gelou.

Documents from the year 1213 mention a Castrum Clus
on the site of the ancient Roman settlement of Napoca. Destroyed during the Great Mongo!
Invasion of 1241, the town was rebuilt by Saxon colonists brought by the Hungarian kings
from Flanders and the Rhineland. By 1316, the town had gained such economic importance
that King Carol Robert de Anjou declared it a libera regia civitas, or royal free city. This marked
the beginning of Cluj’s spectacular rise, and in the sixteenth century it was to be known as the
‘treasure city. During the Reformation, Cluj was the scene of fierce religious disputes, but also
a flourishing centre of culture and education. Transylvania’s first university was founded here
in 1579, granting academic titles equivalent to those of West-European universities. The city
maintained its privileged status after the establishment of the Principality of Transylvania, as
well as under Austro-Hungarian rule, a period in which a reformist policy favourable to the

affirmation of Cluj's Romanian community was followed. The Great Union and Transylvania’s

Lacul Chios din Parcul Central, Simion Barnutiu” este unul dintre locurile preferate de relaxare ale clujenilor.
Chios Lake in Simion Barnutiu Central Park is a favourite recreation spot for the people of Cluj.




